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RUSSELL GOOLEY 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.55 pm]:  I would like to heartily congratulate local Narrogin identity Mr 
Russell Gooley for his outstanding performance in reaching the final two on Channel 10’s national The X Factor 
talent program last Sunday.  It was a fantastic effort by Russell personally, and one that has certainly captured 
the hearts and imagination of Narrogin and the surrounding regions.  Russell, who works at the Narrogin 
Recreation Centre and plays football for the mighty Narrogin Hawks, is very much a Narrogin boy, and he has 
certainly put his home town on the map.  Russell’s live performances on the show over many weeks were 
outstanding, and he thoroughly deserved to reach the final two.  Although he was not the eventual winner, he has 
won the pride, respect and admiration of all at Narrogin, not only for his great talent and performances, but also 
for the outstanding and professional way in which he conducted himself on the show and in numerous 
interviews. 

Russell’s wife, Amanda, and daughter, Shennae, travelled to Melbourne for the final night to support and share 
in Russell’s great performance.  Their presence was a great boost for Russell, who greatly missed his family and 
friends during his extended stay in Melbourne. 

Russell has set a great example for all of us to follow, showing people of all ages that it is incredible what they 
can achieve if they have a go.  His efforts have brought the town of Narrogin together, and the gathering of 
approximately 1 000 local people of all ages at a special function at the recreation centre recently showed the 
great local support for Russell.  Well done Russell and well done to Narrogin for its great support. 
 


